
he PhD programme has an average residency period of three years. Studies have however 

shown that only less than 25% of PhD candidates graduate within the minimum 

residency period while between 45% and 50% drop out of the programme. The most 

commonly cited reasons for the delay in completion and drop-out revolve around a mismatch of 

expectations and realities on both sides of the Candidate-Supervisor relationship. With a panel 

of subject experts, this symposium discusses how to navigate around these issues and provide 

academic mentoring for emerging African scholars.  

With the target audience being current and potential postgraduate students and supervisors, 

the symposium is to celebrate Prof. Clifford Odimegwu of the Demography and Population 

Studies Programme, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa on his 60th birthday. Clifford 

has supervised 45 Honours and MA dissertations, 23 PhD theses and 14 Postdoctoral 

fellowships.   

Date: 24th June, 2021 

Time: 2:00pm – 4:00pm (South African Time) 

Join via: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87976196415?pwd=V0ZoYXZ3ejNnYUFlK0FHbWUyUGdlUT09 

Passcode: 660953 

Speakers:      

  

 

 

 

   

 Yemi Adewoyin returned to the 

academics after over 12 years as a personality expert and coach, and a 

Human Resources, Operations, and Administration Manager in the 

Nigerian banking industry. He directly supervised more than 300 staff and mentored several young bankers who currently hold branch and regional 

leadership roles in the industry. Aside his MBA degree in Human Resources Management, Yemi’s other academic qualifications are B.Sc. Geography, 

MSc. Geographic Information Systems, M.Sc. Geography, and PhD Urban Health and Regional Development. He is currently affiliated with the University 

of Nigeria and University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa. 

 

Plus an interactive experience-sharing session with Prof Odimegwu’s former PhD students and Postdoc Fellows  
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Thompson Adeboyejo is a Professor of Urban and Regional 

Development at the Ladoke Akintola University of Technology 

(LAUTECH), Nigeria. He holds a National Certificate in Education 

(NCE), B.Sc. (Hons), M.Sc. and PhD in Geography from the University 

of Ibadan, Nigeria. Adeboyejo was a visiting Professor at the University 

of Venda, South Africa and had been the Dean, Faculty of 

Environmental Sciences at LAUTECH. He has supervised more than 

20 Master’s and MPhil dissertations and graduated 15 PhD holders, 

most of whom occupy faculty positions including as Associate 

Professors and Heads of Departments.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy Ngozi Ononokpono is a Senior Lecturer in the 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Uyo, Nigeria. 

Dorothy provides research leadership and mentorship to both students and 

early career researchers within and outside Nigeria and is an external 

examiner in several universities including University of the Witwatersrand 

South Africa, Makerere University Uganda and Darwin University 

Australia. She is passionate about monitoring students’ progress and 

research activities. Her supervisory style and support, through 

collaborations, have greatly enhanced the research skills and outputs of 

many of her past and current students. Dorothy holds a PhD in 

Demography and Population Studies from the University of the 

Witwatersrand, South Africa. 

 

 
 Mary Muyonga has been a 

doctoral student at the University of Nairobi, Kenya, for the past five 

years. She holds an MA in Population Studies from the Population 

Studies and Research Institute of the University of Nairobi in Kenya, 

has worked as a Regional Program Manager at Society for International 

Development, and has consulted for several multinational development 

agencies including UNFPA, UN Women, UNICEF, the National 

Council for Population and Development in Kenya, and USAID 

Democratic Governance program. Mary is currently at the World Bank 

as a Coordinator of a governance study in Kenya. 

 

 Joshua Akinyemi is a Senior 

Lecturer at the Department of Epidemiology and Medical Statistics, 

University of Ibadan, Nigeria. A recipient of several international 

fellowships, including the Consortium for Advanced Research Training 

[CARTA] doctoral fellowship and the University of Witwatersrand 

Research Council postdoctoral fellowship, Joshua holds a PhD in Medical 

Statistics/Demography. He is a collaborator on several research grants 

focusing on epidemiological and clinical studies of cardiovascular 

diseases, HIV/AIDS and malaria, and has attended many international 

conferences on travel grants. Dr Akinyemi has successfully supervised 

over fifteen postgraduate students at Masters and doctoral levels.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87976196415?pwd=V0ZoYXZ3ejNnYUFlK0FHbWUyUGdlUT09

